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Bedford, Anne North- WALT DISNEY'S NOAH'S ARK- Polar bears, newts, sleeping 
possums, hippopotami, bears ,all and sundry come at the beckon of Noah and a well 
stocked ark after they hear that it's going to be very wet on Earth for a while. No 
morals, just rain and a boat trip in this peaceful version of the Bible story. Camp- 
bell Grant's adaptations of the Disney drawings are a humorous encyclopedia of birds 
and beasts. 


Brown, Margaret Wise- DR. SQUASH THE DOLL DOCTOR- The dolls get sick- one 
by one with various ailments- and a plump, tweedy Dr. Squash comes running each time 
to the cure. Then, in return for services rendered, the wooden soldier, the rag doll, 
the snowman and their friends help mend an ailing Dr. Squash. A nice compendium of 
seasonal illnesses and accidents, illustrated with a fresh "“apple-a-day" liveliness 
by J. P. Miller. 





® Jackson, Kathryn- THE LITTLE ESKIMO- Summer and winter in a very young 

” Eskimo's life, babyishly told, but appealing, in its talk about daddy and uncle 
Eskimos, nice warm igloos and big polar bears. The little Eskimo and his village 
go in oomiaks from summer tents to winter igloos. Then daddy shoots a polar bear 
and they all have a party and song fest. leonard Weisgard's pictures make life in 
the North seem very attractive. 


Travers, P. L.- MR. WIGG'S BIRTHDAY PARTY- Another of the excerpts from 
the Mary Poppins stories,- this about the time when Jane and Michael and Mary went 
to have tea with Mary's uncle who became filled with laughing gas and rose to the 
ceiling whenever his birthday fell on a Friday. Again the abridgement loses flavour 
and you don't really laugh with the foursome as they bob about over their cream and 
crumpets. Gertrude Elliot's illustrations depict a pleasantly cluttered old apartment. 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Boyle, Joyce Abingdon-Cokesbury 
TIMOTHY'S TWELVE MONTHS $1.50 


A gay January to December journey encompassing that period of time which 
means the universe and infinity to any four-year-old. At the first of the year 
Timothy receives a present of a jingling harness for his sled from the people whose 
bundles he has carried; there are mumps to be dealt with on Valentine's Day, sand 
castles to build in July, a wonderful fifth birthday to be had in August, and, four 
months later, a brand new puppy for Christmas. A pleasant dozen of realized anticipa- 
tions. George Middlebrook's line drawings are in keeping with Timothy's run around. 
Cloth. (8/11) 


Friedman, Rose Abingdon-Cokesbury 
TIM TOMKINS, CIRCUS BOY $1.50 


The circus comes to town, and at the beckon of the big drum, "Come--come... 
Tim---Tomkins!", Tim follows the parade to the tent grounds. But his visit is basic- 
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ally disappointing. The elephant is too high, the trapeze too tricky for his small size. 
His mother wouldn't like him to be tattooed like the tattooed man, etc., and he leaves at 


the thought of having been away from home too long. Rounded pictures in red, green and 
black by Polly Jackson help a little. Board with cloth and reinforcement. (8/11) 


Le Grand Abingdon-Cokesbury 
WHEN THE MISSISSIPPI WAS WILD $2.00 


Splashy, boisterous green and black pictures and a he-man text liven the legend 


of Mike Pink and how he tamed the Mississippi by fighting Old Al, the storm-making alli- 
gator. After a whooping, hollering search all the way from Wahoo Crossing to Oquawka 
and back to Catfish Point, big Mike and his dog Henry tie up old Al's tail and settlers 


n the Doughnut. and Cats for Kansas. Cloth. (8/11) 


Muller, Carolyn Edna Abingdon-Cokesbury 
GOD PLANNED IT THAT WAY 7 $1.00 


In a sugared series of questions and answers, young Bobbie learns from his 
nother about how God planned everything. The determinism sets phenomena- wind, rain, 
flowers, buildings, Mother, the community, other people- in their always proper place, 
i.e., as they are here and now, with emphasis on people helping each other and being 
happy as the most important of God's plans in our happy world. Fine, but who can be so 
sure God did plan it that way? We think even the youngest of us needs to know about 
leviants and causes. A speckled effect in Lloyd Dotterer's blue and lavender and pale 
brown drawings enhances the sentiment. Board. (8/11) 


Richardson, Margaret Stimson Abingdon-Cokesbury 
THE SEVEN LITTLE PIFFLESNIFFS $2.00 


A lightly fantastic, but rather humorless series of episodes in the life of a 


ive Patsy, Peggy, Percy, Pimm, Pam, Paul and Patrick do things like training dogs and 
white mice, catching cold, eating Christmas Dinner. A storm catches them in the woods 
where they seek shelter from a friendly old chopper; Pimm's mouse frightens a circus 
elephant; Percy mixes batches of atomic energy in the basement. There is a certain rhy- 
thm to the seven voices and the seven different sets of desires, and a warmth of family 
cooperation but, generally speaking, it's dull. John Teppich's drawings, hmmmm- make a 
lappy, satisfied nine. Cloth. (8/11) 





Lofting, Hugh ' Lippincott 
DOCTOR DOLITTLE'S PUDDLEBY ADVENTURES $2.50 


* Surprisingly, Dr. Dolittle stories keep turning up. In what Josephine Lofting 
1eralds in her brief forward as the "final selection of .... animal stories....published 
p number of years ago in the New York Herald Tribune... and in book form," there is-a 
ielightful round of adventures in the gently enduring Lofting sense of humor. Three 
pfter dinner stories by staunch members of the Home for Crossbred Dogs: a visit to the 
200 by the doctor and Cheapside the London sparrow; a trip to Africa and the Land of the 
ambla Goo Goos, are all couched in the dignity of English sobriety and softly starred 
with jibes at social virtues of the nineteen teens. Dab Dab, Gub Gub, Polynesia, Tommy 
Stubbins and the rest, people boggy Puddleby-on-the-Marsh and the journeys abroad, and 


mane is a good supply of the author's marvellously suggestive illustrations. Cloth. 
9; 10) 





can cross the river in safety. A salubrious and vigorous bit of American grandiosity to . 
add to the author's previous "read alouds” of legendary material- Cap'n Dow and the Hole 


rrocer's family of nine. Guided by a pert mother and a careful, loving father, allitera- 
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Lippincott 


Tompkins, Jane 

THE BLACK BEAR TWINS $2.25 
Continuing her animal "twins" series, Jane Tompkins follows the same learn- 
ing and seasonal cycle as in The Red Squirrel Twins (1950- p. 608). A solicitous very 
human Mrs. Bear sees her offspring, Smokey and Tar Baby, through nursing, sibling ri- 
valry, foraging her meals, learning to swim, knowing the habits of other animals. A 
lesson in captivity- bear-wise and human-wise, comes when the twins stray too near the 
house of Bill and Claudia Holliday and are tied up for a while. New understandings 
about the freedom of the wilds are gleaned by all the bears and all the Hollidays and 
friendships are kept. Though sentimentally styled in the extreme humanization of the 
animals, this is informative in the ways of the forest. Illustrated by Kurt Wiese. 
Cloth. (9/10) 


Mason, Arthur Viking 
THE WEE MEN OF BALLYWOODEN $2.50 


A reissue, with Robert Lawson's pictures, of the well-loved classic about 
the Irish elves. First printed in 1932. (8/18) 


EASY READING 


Berquist, Grace Abingdon-Cokesbury 
SPECKLES GOES TO SCHOOL $1.50 


* A classroom project- watching a setting hen- provides a solid background for 
a meaningful treatment of a new-boy problem. Jerry, uncomfortable because he has not 
yet been fully accepted by his classmates, is asked to bring his hen Speckles, to 
school for the three weeks' incubation period. Speckles’ solicitous scratchings and 
pokings, Jerry's care, the students' anticipation and the final hatching, make a satis- 
fying experience for everyone and provide some first hand knowledge about eggs and 
chickens. The simple, steady text makes the book a good first reader as well. 
Kathleen Elgin has drawn some nice pictures of earnest children and a concerned 
Speckles. Cloth. (8/11) 


McClung, Robert |). Morrow 
SPIKE: The Story of a Whitetail Deer $2.00 


Fall is good forest time and careful young nature watchers can look for Spike 
as he appears half way through this spring-to-spring chronicle of his life. Along the 
lines of the other books (STRIPE: The Story of a Chipmunk SPHINX: The Story of a 
Caterpillar) the author takes Spike and his mother on a seasonal round of living and 
learning that includes feeding on the lilly pads, romping in the meadow and a full 
share of escapes- from hunters, a rattlesnake, a forest fire, birds of prey and so 
forth. In the fall they meet Spike's father who stays with them for a while presum- 
ably to bring on the new fawn. Two more things about the book: it is far less human- 
ized than Jane Tompkins' The Black Bear Twins; it adheres to the cyclical and emotion- 
al patterns in Salten's Bambi The author's illustrations are at times out of scale 
but have qualities of depth and softness which enhance the deer world. Cloth. (9/3) » 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Edwards, Cecile Pepin Abingdon-Cokesbury 
PARTY FOR SUZANNE bor $2.50 
hea 


Problems of a new girl in town rather tryingly death with here in the story 
of a French Canadian family who move to Amesville, near Fall River, Mass. Called 
"Canuck" by some classmates, Suzanne Le Due becomes morose, tries to reason things out 
for herself, struggles not too successfully to adopt the healthier laugh-it-off atti- 
tude of her elder brother that stands him in good stead with his new friends. She 
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buckles under the temptation to be called Susan instead of Suzanne, to try to impress 
people with a too difficult violin solo at a school assembly, is shaken when her young 
cousin Albert gets a job as assistant to the school janitor, flinches at her mother's 
difficulties with tests for citizenship papers. Music, one friendly classmate, a common 
interest in French Canadian heritage, finally weld a broken happiness and Suzanne has a 
wonderful birthday party. Important issues- yes, but a labored style and some typed 
sharacters put it on the dull side There is no doubt though, that some of Suzanne's 
predicaments will make young sympathies flare up. Jane Castle's pencil drawings are good, 
photographic renditions of school and home scenes. (8/11) 


Lewis, Alfred Abingdon-Cokesbury 
TREASURE IN THE ANDES $1.50 


Summer in Peru's mountains with a poor family of Quechua Indians, the Contentos- 
fama, Papa, ten year old Pepito and little Rosita,- backgrounds a silver mining adventure. 
"he main action, prompted by the visit of a young artist from Lima in search of sketchable 
ruins, deals with Papa Contento's prospecting in order to acquire funds for Pepito's own 
artistic studies. Arrangements with a nearby mine help things work out and Papa Contento 
is able to finance his son's future education. There is some feeling for the hard mountain 

ife of the Indians- as they lead their llamas to market- as Pepito and his father watch 
an avalanche, as in Pepito's desire to know the distant city and his warm talks with the 
rtist. But the author should have been more careful in checking his information on lan- 
ruage, culture and nature:- A llama will not carry a boy Pepito's size; accents are missing 
n the Spanish words used in the text; Contento, is an extraordinary name for a Quechua 
amily; and two errors in the small glossary at the back of the book are- the listing of 
"good afternoon" as buenos tarde instead of buenas tardes, and "day" as dias instead of 

These do a considerable job of undermining what could have been solid material for 

ew experiences. Zhenya Gay's illustrations are a bit on the posed side and lack good 
roportions. (8/11) 


Wright, Frances Fitzpatrick Abingdon-Cokesbury 
POPLAR STREET PARK $1.50 


Judy, the bustling, music loving little heroine of Yo. Eleven Poplar Street and 
rpbrise at Sampey Place spends another summer with her cranky Aunt Maria. Upon arrival 
judy learns that old Tony, the Italian organ grinder's monkey, has died. This heads sympa- 
|Unetic Judy into a project which, marked by small town doings such as ice cream festivals, 
church fairs, visiting the neighbors- ends up in a renovation of run down Periwinkle Park, 
vith Tony as chief gardener. A period story, pleasantly nostalgic. Reliable, Illustra- 
tions by Margaret Ayer are soft pencil sketches. (8/11) 


Graham, Vera M. Lippincott 
TREASURE IN THE COVERED WAGON $2.50 


Adventures on the first of the large Oregon Trail covered wagon trains are the 

ibstance of a lively episodic account of the Stone family's trek west from Missouri. 
sased on diaries kept by the author's grandparents when they were children,this fiction- 
lization centers on young Flave-Ann Stone who is granted her wish to have her small 

rgan packed into the prairie schooner along with all the other belongings. After a hee- 
law, giddy-ap start the journey is marked by the dangers of Indian raids, river crossings, 
orse thiefs, collapsing wagons, and the more pleasurable excitements of evenings and 
inging and Flave-Ann's music. They meet the famous Jim Bridger at his Fort, and finally 
‘each Oregon and renew acquaintance with best friends, the Moores, who had arrived six 
nths before. Lending a small plot to a pleasantly vigorous story is Flave-Ann's older 
sister's long awaited marriage to Dave Moore. Nice Americana. Howard Simon's swirling 
pencil drawings successfully characterize energetic pioneer life. (9/10) 
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MacDonald, Betty Lippincott 
NANCY AND PLUM $2.50 


A third juvenile by the author of The Egg and I, but a story far afield from 
her Mrs. Pigglewiggle tales. Here she plays on a popular theme - in a story about or- 
phans, those perennially popular unfortunates of juvenile fiction. Nancy, who is ten, 
and Plum, eight, live in a small country boarding home, run by an ogreish Mrs. Mary- 
belle Monday. The orphans suffer endless indignities, such as watching Mrs. Monday 
and her niece and namesake eating chicken pie, while the orphans are on the prune and 
oatmeal circuit. There are no presents for them at Christmas. They stay behind while 
Mrs. Monday goes to town, and so on. But in Old Tom, the stable man, they find a 
friend. And their essential optimism helps them maintain high levels of gaiety in the 
face of misfortune. When it all gets too grim they run away and take refuge in a near- 
by farm of Angus and Mary Ann Campbell where they get their chance to pay off the two 
Marybelles and help their fellow sufferers still at the Orphanage. Betty MacDonald 
has a gift of story telling and a gift of laughter- and both combine here in a story 
that reveals the philosophical phases of children's thinking. Illustrated in period 
style by Hildegarde Hopkins. (9/10) 


Orton, Helen Fuller ‘Lippincott 
MYSTERY IN THE OLD RED BARN $1.75 


Kids in the country, a lost wallet, a strayed horse, hoot owls in the hay now, 
and one or two just rewards are the stuff of the latest Orton reliable. Alternately 
foggy and colorful October is the month when Uncle Bill comes to visit Kathie and Reed 
and their mother and leaves his wallet in the barn. Kathie's and Reed's subsequent 
search for it involves the inexplicable arrival of a gentle white horse to which the 
children become attached, their stay at home with a grumpy Aunt Jane while their 
mother visits their father in Alaska, eventual emancipation of the horse from its 
mean owner. There is a ready market for the glowing personalities and warm happen- 
ings of which the author writes, but we are growing weary of their abundance of vir- 
tue, their good looks and the stilted language with which they convey their mild 
thoughts. Solid supply of sketches by Robert Doremus. (9/10) 


Stotz, Carl ~:th Baldwin, M. W. Macrae-Smith 
AT BAT WITH THE LITTLE LEAGUE $2.75 


Carl Stotz founded Little League baseball in 1939- a movement which has since 
swept the country so thoroughly that practically every 9 to 12 year old around the cor- 
ner knows of its existence. As a non-profit organization, the League is built on com- 
munity sponsorship and gives boys from all kinds of homes a chance to play organized 
baseball together. This book is a fictionalized account that could have happened any- 
where- of an imaginary Little League team- how it was started, its problems of find- 
ing sponsors and learning how to play well enough to win games- the whole conforming 
to National championship process.. The nine-to-twelve year olds, rich and poor, of 
the town of Haywood, listen to the arguments of their fathers and their coaches, talk 
to each other about baseball, play better and better ball, and finally win the right 
to go to Pennsylvania for the championship game. Instructions on how to start a Little 
League team complete the book, make it an admirable companion to Earl Schenck Miers' 
Monkey Shines (p. 325).Illustrated with photographs, this will be a must for all of 
the Little League's many members. (8/7) 


Catling, Patrick Skene Morrow 
THE CHOCOLATE TOUCH $2.50 


A modern allegory, whimsy, moral-laden but laughable, as young John Midas, 
gluttonous, selfish, finds himself in a mysterious old shop. From an initial taste 
of chocolate a series of horrifying experiences follow. His orange juice turns to 
chocolate. His gloves become edible. His pencil becomes a chocolate stick during a math 
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-est, his trumpet turns to chocolate during orchestra practice - and he cannot quench his 

inbearable thirst. Finally- yes, this would happen- he kisses his mother and she turns to 

hocolate, too. A hasty trip back to the shop for a lesson in consideration and instruc- @ q 
tions on how to repair the damage finally brings salutary results. The author's tricks 
with alliteration, funny names and recognizable childhood experiences save this from being 

reachy. And John's eer ae chagrin are captured in pencil sketches by Mildred 
Coughlin McNutt. Cloth. (9/3) 


Cleary, Beverly Morrow 
HENRY AND BEEZUS $2.50 ¥ 


* More Henry Huggins and just as good or better. A minor classic of a today's 
Tom Sawyer in third grade adventures that might be true about a boy that might be true. 
senry's latest goal is a shiny new bike, a duplicate of one owned by that enviable neigh- 
bor, Seooter. He saves a minute sum from the sale to school chums of a hoard of bubble 
gum, and- with the help of his friend Beatrice, "Beezus" Quimby's staunch aid, he secures 
an old bike at a police station auction. Sad to say, it turns out to be a girl's bicycle 
and almost beyond repair, and Henry and Beezus suffer major indignities in a minor's world 
before the super duper model is realized. This for our money is infinitely preferable to 
the somewhat sticky fantasy of some of today's juveniles. There's the kind of adventure 
with which any small boy could identify himself; there's humor and a basic understanding 
of children. Louis Darling's pen and inks capture action and gesture with authentic 
humor. Cloth. (9/3) 


Gardner, L. S. Franklin Watts 
FROM BOBCAT TO WOLF $2.00 
** A wonderful, wonderful cub scout story- strong as the will to win a Jamboree, 
bright as the gold arrow point, wholly realistic. After young Bill Martin moved to © | { 


Mapleville with his family, he and the other boys in Grade III at the Valley School, 
‘ound themselves in a distressing situation: there was no room for them in any of the 
other packs in Den Seven, and no Mapleville lady willing to take on the job of being den 
mother for a new group. When she hears of the predicament, Mrs. Martin decides to start 
as a den mother right away. For the next eight months, until the following spring when 
the boys have achieved the Wolf rank, there's an exciting succession of happenings- new 
uniforms, being accepted as part of Den Seven, Friday night meetings, a successful waste 
paper drive in the face of heavy odds, passing achievement tests, overcoming doubts 
about a new member and getting straightened out about one of their own. Bill and his 
riends are a healthy, wisecracking, yet serious bunch, aware of their problems and proud 
of their feats. L. S. Gardner's expert handling of the feelings and talk of eight year 
2ids is complimented by superbly expressive drawings of the vigorous bunch, by Stevens. 
Cubs will love this- boys who read it will want to become cubs. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - NON-FICTION 


Graham, Alberta Powell Abingdon-Cokesbury 
LAFAYETTE, FRIEND OF AMERICA $1.50 





A firm little biography of the remarkable boy general and ally of America- from 
his youth in Auvergne to his last departure for France from Chesapeake Bay in 1825. But 
over and above Lafayette's spurts of action at Brandywine, at Yorktown, as friend of 
Washington, as a crusader for democratic ideals during the French revolution, readers 
( though perhaps not the young ones for whom this is intended) may wonder what actually 
: parked the man's dramatic career. Was it because he came from an influential family, 
or his undeniable manifestation of strong ideals, or the fact that the colonies defin- 
itely wanted France's aid, or a combination of factors? The author hints of all of these- @ 
noncommittally. From a laek of personal evaluation Lafayette emerges more as a creed 
than a man. But smooth moving chronology of events keeps this on the list of useful 
supplementary material. Conventionally illustrated by Ralph Ray. (8/11) 
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Bailey, Jean Abingdon-Cokesbury 
CHEROKEE BILL, OKLAHOMA PACER $2.50 


1893 and the famous run for the Cherokee Strip between Kansas and Oklahoma 
are the props for a horse story about a boy and a trotter. On their way west to join 
settlers who are readying themselves for the cash for land claims, young David Rut- 
ledge and his mother and father befriend a wild horse that looks as if it had been 
previously mistreated. Under care, Cherokee Bill blossoms and steps out, as a true 
pacer helps bear the Rutledges swiftly to decent land. Trouble comes with a snarling 
stranger who claims Bill's ownership, but is righted in a series of homesteading ad- 
ventures marked by retraining Bill to a sulky, a dramatic winter-time run for the 
doctor when Mrs. Rutledge comes down with serious grippe, winning a county fair race, 
the discovery of Bill's true owner. Pers Crowell's illustrations are up to his good 
standards. (8/11) 


Bronson, Lynn Lippincott 
ROGUE'S VALLEY $2.50 


* It is fortunate that ability for sharply paced narrative accompanies Lynn 
Bronson's affinity for Oregon and its history. The gold rush of 1850, trouble with 
the treacherous Athabascan Indians, and amnesia, combine to make an exciting episode 
in the life of young Danny Cutler. In the wilds, Danny (called "Noname" throughcut 
the book) awakens from a memory-killing blow in the head and is captured by Athabas- 
cans almost immediately. His days with the Indians of Rogue Valley, his friendship 
with young Ke'lok and Kullakulla, his escape to the miners' town of Jacksonville, 
his witnessing of the white men-redskin peace talks, headed by the famous Oregon 
campaigner General Jo Lane, make exciting fictionalized history. A solid research 
job shows in the author's treatment of Indian character- both intra-tribal and as 
they and the whites reacted toward each other and there is zest in the solving of 
Danny's own mystery. Good entertainment and supplementary reading. (9/10) 


Jones, Adrienne Lippincott 
THUNDERBIRD PASS $2.50 


Robust life with a touch of mystery and romance on a ranch in the Sierra 
Nevadas provides a needed change for an undersized thirteen-year-old city boy. With 
a gift of good simile, Adrienne Jones writes understandingly of young Jonathan, who, 
sent West to give a rest to his sick, widowed mother, arrives at his Uncle Matt's 
ranch with a chip on his shoulder. Good eating, good riding, catching a poacher in 
a nearly disastrous mountain-top adventure, and a visit from his mother that turns 
into permanent residence by way of marriage with Matt, and Jonathan's chip disappears 
for good. There are some stylistic inconsistencies as the author switches from the 
boy's sentiments to pure description in explanatory passages, but these are modulated 
by the salutary effect of anticipation and adventure. (9/10) 


Brier, Howard M. Random House 
CINDER CYCLONE $2.50 


A run of the mill track story with a touch of politics and newspaper life 
by a well known writer in the sports field. Steve Potter, a senior at Hillchuck 
High, in a town in the state of Washington, has been a star for three years in the 
100 and the 220 yard dashes. His father is the editor of the town's Chronicle and 
complications develop when the father of Steve's rival trackman, Mark Heath, a poli- 
tician, makes the mistake of accepting a too costly architect's bid for the new town 
hall and is caught in a crooked deal. With these events behind him, Steve again 
beats Mark in their first year at college. Too, he does some cub reporting and he 
manages to discover that girls are people. Steve is not as quick with his head as 
with his feet, but trail runs with spikes and pen make this fairly readable copy. 
Illustrated by Jay Hyde Barnum. (8/25) 
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Real Books Garden City 
each $1.25 


(9/2) 


The Real Books have been previously reported in the section on non-fiction for 


ight to eleven year olds. While the material in these newest titles is presented at the 
same level of comprehension as in earlier Real Books, the scope within each is sufficient- 


ly broad as to place it within the reading and interest areas of the next age level as well. 


With the possible exception of the more simply defined elements in the Daniel Boone and the 
farming books, these will all appeal to the twelve-to-fifteen group. Placing them at this 
level seems appropriate now, but with the reservation that it all depends on the interest 
f the reader. Too, they are better grounded in fact and organization than some of the 


previous items in the series. All have library buckram bindings. 


Block, Irvin- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT THE MOUNTIES- An adventure packed collection 
.of short stories about the Royal Canadian Mounted Police that ranges from the inception of 
the force in 1874 to the detection of a modern dope smuggling ring in Montreal- and based 
on material from the force's files. Prefaced by an introduction that gives the chronology 
and the high standards of the Mounties, the accounts are a successful handling of. frontier 
problems on both social and individual levels and often read off with the zip of a good 
novie script. Difficulty with the Indians in their transition from hunting to farming 
necessitated by the pioneer march westward, is well aired in a story about Almighty Voice, 
clever Cree who gave the Mounties a peck of trouble back in the 1850's: The capture in 
\923 of the cocaine-selling Spanish consul ties the present to the past, brings the red- 
coats out of their stereotyped surroundings. An excellent picture of the silent force 
“that always got their man}" Illustrated by C. L. Hartman. 


Coy, Harold- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT ANDREW JACKSON- A sympathetic biography, ad- 
mirably detailed and exhibitive of a sharp awareness of Jackson's strong personality as 
it shaped and was shaped by post-revolutionary America. From red-haired, hot-tempered 
ndrew's Georgia boyhood and his political beginnings as a lawyer in Nashville, on through 
his Tennessee militia command, his victory at New Orleans in 1814, his presidency- scarred 
y dilemmas of proper advisors, garbled finances of the new country and the social stigma 
f his scandal-ridden marriage with Rachel- Mr. Coy narrates with warmth and careful anal- 
sis, is unsparing in his telling of the unfortunate as well as the fortunate chains of 
ircumstances brought upon Jackson by his violent will. A fine addition to the list of 


ooks about Jackson and a good first taste of interpretive biography. 


Cunningham, William- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT DANIEL BOONE- A biography based on 

iocumentary research and on many legends, is simple, unprepossessing as Boone himself 

nd written with a quiet vigour that reflects the strength of the pioneers. In the narra- 
ive that takes Daniel from his days as a Berks County blacksmith's son in 1744 to his 
Heath as a still strong man of eighty-six, Cunningham's imagination makes the leader- 
unter (who incidentally never wore a coonskin cap) a colorfully influential element in 
ne pattern of revolutionary events on the frontier of a new country. As he traps bears, 
listens to the wind, ventures into Kentucky, builds a cabin for his family, tricks and is 
aptured by Shawnees, founds settlements and staves off both Indians and British, the 
mardy, soft-spoken Boone comes alive. Opportunity has been taken to make his life a 
yehicle for some solid facts about nature and the Indians as well as a window to politi- 

11 and exploratory factors in colonization. Illustrated by Deane Cate. 


Epstein, Samuel & Williams, Beryl- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT PIRATES- Henry Morgan 
pailed the Caribbean; Horuk Barbarossa sailed the Barbary coast; Mrs. Hon-Cho Lo the 
nina Seas; and by the time you've finished his book you know pretty much about the 
orld's lot of buccaneers, corsairs and odd Jolly Rogers. A once over lightly about 
-ypes and periods of piracy and the customs of the pirates' own sotieties, precedes an 
account of the career of the Barbarossa brothers who terrorized Algiers and its sur- 
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roundings from pre-Columbus days to 1520. Following, are wave after wave of the der- 
ring do of Drake, Kidd, the gentle pirates Mission and Tew, Blackbeard, and three 
Pirates in petticoats- Rachel Zamprano, Mary Read and Anne Bonney. The lesser knowns, 
Mrs. Hon-Cho Lo, Jean Lafitte, Alexander Selkirk, Exquemelin and the rest, are fitted 
into a neatly annotated listing of more personnages in piracy's hall of fame. All 
material well gounded in history. 


Gorham, Michael- THE REAL BOOK OF AMERICAN TALL TALES- In the same vein as 
his sentimentalized biography of Lincoln (The Real Book About Abraham Lincoln), this 
is a chatty, rambling but thoroughly affectionate collection of stories about char- 
acters like Paul Bunyan, Davy Crockett, John Henry and Pecos Bill. Though Bunyan 
and Babe, Johnny Appleseed's sowing, High John the Conqueror's escapades in the South, 
lose lustre in a multiplicity of episodes, there is a definite yarniness and a feel- 
ing for the country and the hopes behind the legends. A quite thorough survey of 
our main American myths. Illustrated by Herbert Danska. 


Howard, Robert West- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT FARMS- Stone adz to helicopter 
farming methods are surveyed in a combination of exposition and story telling about 
American farmers and livestock men. Introductory material about cavemen, and farm- 
ing in America, are followed by chapters on fish farms and fur ranches, teamwork, 
types of farms, and methodg. These set the scene for the center of the book- the 
story of an upper New York state family of four who plant, tend, milk, reap and re- 
pair through the seasons of the year. End chapters on crops around the country and 
the world, and the science of how plants grow complete a nice roundup, (except that 
we wish the emphasis weren't so entirely on America and farming for produce alone). 
Neat black and white drawings by Edwin Herron. 


Leeming, Joseph- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT EASY MUSIC MAKING- A collection of 
rudimentary instructions on how to play practically every instrument in the symphony 
orchestra, by an author with three good activity books on his record. A short in- 
troduction highlights the facts thatthe elements: of music are simple and that you are 
your own best teacher. Musical ABC's- notes, clefs, keys, scales and a little har- 
mony are clearly explained before the listings of families of instruments and how to 
play the most important ones- piano, ukulele, guitar, violin, clarinet, saxophone, 
traps, and on down to the ocarina. Each set of instructions involves a description 
of the instrument, what it sounds like, how it is tuned, its range, how it is played. 
Though omissions like the all important mellowing function of vibrato in the violin 
family, are sometimes noticeable, this is adequate for the amateur or one who wants 
to know a little bit about a lot of instruments. Jeanne Bendick has done an ample 
supply of charts, diagrams and pictures of the instruments. 


* Regli, Adolph- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT BUFFALO BILL and THE REAL BOOK ABOUT 
THE WILD WEST- These two, the first a well-paced biography, the second a splendidly 
organized account of nineteenth century movements in western America, are by an 
author with a warm feeling for the West and its history (Fiddling Cowboy- 1949, and 
Fiddling Cowboy in Search of Gold- 1951). In alternate reports and illustrative 
anecdotes, William Cody's days as a trapper, scout, a rider in Waddell's Pony Ex- 
press, a buffalo hunter, as friend of the Cree and the Pawnee, as U.S. Army- Indian 
liaison man and finally as showman, are told with zest and a regard for the many 
facets of pioneering as well as the hard-hitting character of the man himself. The 
other is a vividly delineated interweaving of events and social change- beginning 
with the Mountain Men and the great trails, shifting.to the gold rushes, the prairie 
schooner convoys, Indian wars, railroads and the final taming of the West- with an 
ease and clarity that keeps the reader aware of time, place and colorful surround- 
ings. The biography is illustrated by Robert J. Lee; the history book by Ted Shearer. 
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* Sherman, Jane- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT BUGS, INSECTS, AND SUCH- A fascinating text @ f 
about bugs, the chapters of which read off like well planned feature articles. An in- 
formative, lively introduction explains such things as classification, evolution, how 
insects stay alive, and creates a feeling for the vast interchange of plant and animal 
life cycles. The body of the book is arranged by common insect groups, but often the 
author has chosen a characteristic which two or more bugs may have in common, (such as 
historical age- in the case of the scorpion and the dragon fly) or an especially inter- 
esting bug (the praying mantis or the mysteriously migrating Monarch butterfly) and dis- 
cussed these separately. A successfully conversational style is maintained throughout 
the book, and humorous touches and humanizations are handled with a cleverness that 
emphasizes facts. From the courting scorpion to the bustling, burrowing locust and the 
snake-disguised caterpillar of the yellow and black swallowtail butterfly- this is a 
gem. Amply illustrated by Kathleen Elgin. (9/2) 


Hayward, Charles H. Lippincott 
THE JUNIOR WOODWORKER $2.50 


* Imported from England this is solid, detailed information about equipping a 
small home shop, the use of tools, ways of joining wood, the making of simple furniture. 
From beginning chapters on tools, sawing, planing, chiselling, nailing, screwing and 
boring, there is a logical progression towards working with the wood itself- testing, 
shaping edges, widening angling, and finally, ways to join, make a box, a door, a hinge 
lid. Always explicit, the author gives a wealth of information within his sections. 
("here are positions, types, faults to avoid in sawing; edge planing, and grain planing, 
now to test for the flatness of your planing and so forth. Many accurate drawings make 
this clear handbook one to rely on. (8/20) @ « 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


du Jardin, Rosamond Lippincott 
MARCY CATCHES UP $2.50 


Teen age flummery, but there's an authenticity here in the attitude towards 
home and family, dating and boy friends, marriage and careers that carries its depend- 
able appeal with the young teens. Marcy and her friend Liz are invited by Liz' uncle 
to spend August on his Colorado ranch. Marcy has quarreled with her "steady", Steve 
Judson, and in a moonstruck whirl of excitement over Colorado, has her moment of glamor 
over a 19-year old rancher. But home thoughts win out and there's some healthy self- 
analysis in Marcy's critical looking at her youth that saves this from being too obvious 
pandering to the soap opera crowd....Not tops in teen fiction, but essentially readable. 


(9/10) 


Ivens, Bryna- Fd Lippincott 
NINETEEN FROM SEVENTEEN $2.75 


The Seventeen Reader proved something in the way of demand for another collec- 
tion of stories and pieces from the magazine. The stories capture many a teen-ager's 
passing interests and problems:- moods and evidences of adolescence,- the first date, 
the question of whom to marry,fears of childbirth, what to do when confronted by the 
neighbor's problem child, to join-or not to join- a sorority, humorous fluff about peo- 
ple's pets and friends. There's good writing here - with a high spot in an experimental @ 
story by Hilary Forger, and well-knowns represented by Ray Bradbury, Henry Felsen, D.V.S. 
Jackson. Pick up reading and a good teen age gift item. (9/10) 
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Jackson, D. V. S. Lippincott 
BOLD VENTURE $2.50 


Jackson's magazine stories of sport and adventure are already of some renown. 


This first novel, terse in style, about a horse, Bluebird, a girl, Johanna, and the 
husband she finds, Kevin, shows promise of good work to come. Home from finishing 
school, Johanna finds herself the owner of a horse who has just killed her beloved 
Uncle Pat in a jumping accident. Backed by her lawyer father's understanding, a 
quiet blossoming friendship with the twenty-five-year-old riding academy boss, Kevin, 
and some of her own guts, Johanna works with the skittishness of the beautiful Blue- 
bird, gets a broken arm herself, but solves both her own and the hunter's problems. 
A very healthy balance of human-to-human-to-horse emotions and one that will leave 
its readers definitely uplifted. (9/10) 


Rich, Louise Dickinson Lippincott 
TRAIL TO THE NORTH $2.50 


Drawing on her own home background, the Maine woods, about which she has 
written extensively for the adult market, Mrs. Rich has come forth with a mystery for 
young people that is contrived but pleasantly woodsy and perhaps less discursive than 
her adult books. A conversation with a stranger on a train involves young game war- 
den's son Bill Gordon in a wintertime search for the stranger Frank Stark's long 
lost brother, whom he presumes is working in a lumber camp. Embodied in a successful 
hunt are elements of the polished, wealthy Frank's basic loneliness in life, his 
hearty brother Jonathan's more positive approach, the warm solicitude of the Gordon 
family, a few complicating lumber camp rivalries. But forced situations such as very 
young Susie Gordon's advice to Frank and Jonathan to solve their personality diffi- 
culties by taking long trips together make rough spots in the trail. Good regional 
reading though. (9/10) 


Smith, Madeline Babcock Little, Brown 
THE LEMON JELLY CAKE $3.00 


1900 and the town of Tory, Ill. (pop. 456) as viewed by peeping, prying, 
eavesdropping little Helene Bradford,the doctor's daughter. She and Gracie, the 
minister's daughter, head into an exciting summer when stranger Winton Fenton comes 
to town and loses his heart to Helene's mother. Ensuing activities: a culinary 
competition between two embattled matrons- riding new bicycles- meeting failure in 
romance- manufacturing for the Sunday school teacher- the return, without scandal, 
of Gracie's mother after elopement with the barber. Helene's mother keeps it the 
best of all possible worlds when she goes to visit Fenton- and returns. Period 
amiability in a "nice family" story. (Full report on p. 350) (8/4) 


Carpenter, Bruce Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE BLOSSOMING YEAR $2.75 


Sensible, exciting treatment of an awkward young Boston girl's experiences 
in romance, social rejection and the establishment of her own foundations for happi- 
ness. Peg Knackton, artistic and painfully direct in her feelings abotit people, 
comes from a middle class family with a shoe factory background. After an inheri- 
tance enables her and her family,- Mother, Father and a flighty sister, francie,- to 
move to a handsome house on Brattle Street- the things Peg has only dreamed of in 
high school come forcefully into her life- dates, whether or not to "keep up with 
the Joneses", how to fashion a career for herself. She falls hopelessly in love 
with Ridge Garner, a polished Harvard law student, but it is Bill, a classmate at 
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he Boston Museum who opens the way for Peg to study in New York. There she finds the 
beginnings of security in good times with Bill, her fellow students, freedom from stilt- 
ed Cambridge manners that squelched talk of art and personal aspirations. Potentiali- 

ies of ultimate comfort in new surroundings lead her to reject Ridge when he discovers 
his own mistake in love. Supporting themes- Francie's troubles with the Back Bay crowd, 


glimpse at the unhappy marriage of a Harvard chemistry professor, increase the scope 
f a healthy novel. (8/1) 


Morrow 


Scholz, Jackson 
DEEP SHORT $2.50 
Scholz on dependable track again with a cracking though at times fantastic 
baseball yarn, which carries his hero, Pete Mason, from Florida to Chicago. Pete finds 
» lure of an easy berth in his father's mills another challenge to prove in a year his 
ability as a shortstop. First as a rookie on a Class B team in Indiana, he earns extra 
money by financing an inter-season barnstorming junket. Rain, poor audiences, and the 
exaction of impossible terms on a loan extended by an eccentric Bantam fan, Horace 
willing, make a reasonably sound project fizzle out. But Twilling turns out to be a 
scout sent by Pete's father - and Pete proves himself on all counts, and the close 
vinds him fired with a new team spirit, on the road to bigger and better things with 
he Chicago Eagles. (9/3) / 


McCormick, Wilfred Putnam 
EAGLE SCOUT $2.50 


A stiff trek through New Mexico's hills with two visiting troops- one from 

Tilinois and one from Louisiana, is proving ground for Bronce Burnett and his fellow 
onorans' latest efforts in scouting. After an unfortunate start during which the Son- 

ans fail miserably in an attempt to be know-it-alls, a worried Bronce cracks down on 
his men, hustles them into greater camp and trail efficiency and some uncalled for 

avery in a forest fire. Typed characters, rules for a set pattern of “honorable" 
‘tivity abound here, but expectedly so, in a book with a wide market guaranteed by the 
Lready large Bronce Burnett following. Substantial value in the amount of nature and 
scouting lore aired along the trail. (Publ.) 


Farley, Walter Random House 
THE BLACK STALLION'S FILLY $2.00 


Fifth in line of a popular series, stemming back to the wild black stallion, 
nd dealing with horse breeding, training, etc. This has more racing lore than char- 
.cter yarning, and plays the field from the Kentucky Fall sales to Santa Anita and back 
) Churchill Downs and a photofinish win on the part of Black Minx at the Derby. Not 
juite routine Farley, perhaps, but those who follow the series will want it. Illustra- 
ed by Milton Menasco. J.L.G. (8/1) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Ferris, Helen- Fd. Doubleday 
WRITING BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS $2.98 


—— fF > —- rrr @+79 


A useful book on several scores - as a record of the developing pattern of the 
Junior Literary Guild; as a supplement to the Junior Book of Authors, in throwing light 
on how authors came to do specific books, how they started writing, along with personal 
pits of autobiographical interest; as a reminder of some juveniles that are still as good 
reading as the days they were published. Adults writing- or aspiring to write- for young 
people should find it provocative and challenging, setting as it does a high standard of 
juality, suggesting approaches, points of view, and recurrent insistence on children's 
pontaneously honest critical approach. Place in young people's rooms, for biographical 
veference plus advice on writing; but don't overlook value among books on writing for 
she adult section as well. Primarily a Public Library item. (Publ.) 








